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ClaiiRg 5 

1, Use of an aistt agonist^ in the preparation of a 
medic&irient* f or the treatme.l)?#>)<ii^l .to mediated by 
the reiease of IPGb from mast cells, basophils or 
eosinophils, wherein the antagonist is: 

(a) a siibstaripe which is capable of inhibiting 
release of the IPGs inhibiting the enzyme GPI-FLD; 

(b) a substancev which is capable of specifically 
binding to the IPGs and inhibiting the release of 
histamine caused by the IPGs; or 

(c) a substance wnich is capable of competing with 
IPGs released from mast cells, basophils or eosinophils 
but which does not cause \allergic stimulation of these 
cell types* 

2. The use of claim 1, wherein the condition mediated 
by release of IPGs is atopicXdeirmatitiB, food 
hypersensitivity, allergies including seasonal, contact, 
drug, pollen r insect allergies\ asthma (early and late 
phase) 4 allergic interstitial pneumonitis, eczema, 
environmental lung disease, or another disorders mediated 
by infiltration of mast cells, bMophals or eosinophils, 
or cells within their respective iineages. 

3, The use of claim 1 or claim 2,\wherein the IPG 
antagonist is an anti-IPG antibody. 

4. The use of claim l or claim 2, wherein the IPG 
antagonist is a substance capable of inhibiting or 
preventing IPG release in masr cells, basophils or 
eosinophils in response to an allexrgen. 



5. The use of claim 4, wherein the antagonist is an 
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xnhibitor ofXthe enzyme GPI-PLD, 

6* The use of claim 5, wherein the antagonist is an 
antibody capable of inhibiting IPG release by inhibiting 
cleavage of the IPGs caused by the enzyme GPI-PLD, 

7. The use of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the IPG 
antagonist is a cotivpetitive antagonists of the IPGs 
released from mast cells, basophils or eosinophils. 

8* The use of claim ^, wherein when the medicament is 
used to treat a human patient, the competitive IPG 
antagonist is an IPG derived from a non-human species. 

9. The use of claim 8, wherein the antagonist is A- type 
IPG as obtainable from rat liver. 

10. An inositolpho6phoglycan\{IPG) as obtainable from 
mast cells, basophils or eosinc^hils which is capable of 
causing histamine release from tr^ist cells, basophils or 
eosinophils . 



11 • An inositolphosphoglycan (IPG)\as obtainable from 
mast cells, basophils or eosinophils \which is capable of 
causing histamine release from mast cells, basophils or 
eosinophils for use in a method of screening for 
antagonists of said IPG. 




